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Gordon Graydon Memorial Secondary School 

Team 1325 

Inverse Paradox 



Gordon Graydon Memorial Secondary School Robotics (Team 1325), also known as Inverse Paradox, is a 
Mississauga based robotics team.  At the beginning of every January, FIRST Robotics will reveal a complex and 
challenging game that is announced world wide via a NASA satellite feed. From that moment, teams have 6 weeks 
to design, build, programme and test a functioning robot that the team will use to compete at regional competitions. 
 
Team 1325 builds a competitive robot every year. Team 1325 has won awards, including the Autodesk 
Visualization Award for 2 years in a row, as well as winning the Innovation in Design Award. In last year’s 
challenge (2011), our team won a silver medal at the Greater Toronto Regional Competition. 
 
In order to compete, we are reaching out to the school community and  sponsors to enable us to have our best 
season yet. FIRST Robotics participation is a costly venture.  Our team needs to raise $19,000 in order to enable us 
to compete at two regional competitions and build a fully competitive robot. 
 
Sponsors play a vital role in the success of a FIRST Robotics team.  Without the backing and support of a sponsor, 
school teams have difficulty attaining the funding, experience, and mentorship needed to compete successfully. 
Sponsoring a school team is an opportunity to become involved in the community, helping to provide benefits that 
students receive from being part of such an experience. 
 
Sponsorship is a beneficial for both the team members and the sponsor, helping to provide an enriched high school 
learning experience and hands-on experience. Not only does having a 6-foot tall 120 pound industrial strength 
robot have great marketing potential, it is also featured on national television. Sponsor names are also posted on 
the robot and listed on the FIRST website, exposing students, mentors and companies to your brand. The team     T
-shirt will display sponsors’ logos, allowing for more publicity. Aside from the sponsorship possibilities, robotics 
allows your company to invest in the future of our society by helping to inspire and educate the next generation of 
innovators. 
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“After having been on an alliance, and making it all the way to the finals with 1325, I can safely say that this team is 
nothing short of exceptional” - The Coyotes (Team 610)  
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FIRST Robotics is an established charity created by the American 
inventor, Dean Kamen. As a registered not-for-profit, FIRST promotes a 
good example for students since it is fully volunteer run. Many mentors 
are well known and respected figures in both the science and technology 
fields. First Robotics Canada aims to inspire Canadian students to 
pursue a higher level of academic education and a career in engineering, 
science and technology. There are 2,100 FIRST highschool teams 
worldwide, spread over 26 different countries. FIRST also features the 
FLL and Jr. FLL leagues. The FLL FIRST Lego Leagues are for 
elementary school age groups. Older age student groups mentor younger 
students in these programs. Robotics competitions are a means to 
encourage productivity and innovative thinking by celebrating science 
through an intellectual and globally respected competition. Involvement 
in FIRST also promotes life-long skills and values such as teamwork, 
gracious professionalism, respect for diversity, inclusion and 
volunteerism. FIRST also provides opportunities for the indirect 
learning of many valuable skills such as how to apply engineering, 
programming, multimedia, and design concepts to a fully functioning 
robot. FIRST Robotics participation requires teams of high school 
students to create a 120 pound robot from a kit of common parts and 
software to compete in a new challenge game each year. 

The Gordon Graydon FIRST Robotics team started in 2004 
with a small number of students. The Team contributes to the 
science and technology awareness of Gordon Graydon students,  
staff and other community members.  
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“ In the case of 1325, their teamwork, die-hard spirit, and genuine love for robotics makes them a champion team ”  

 - Oleg Baranov (distinguished FRC mentor)  

Team 1325 is split into 2 sub-divisions which are further divided into specialized groups. The 
two sub-divisions are Engineering and Communications. Within Engineering, there is a 
Design sub-team, a Mechanical (Fabrication) sub-team and a Programming sub-team. Within 
Communications, there are two sub-teams; the Public Relations sub-team and the Multimedia 
sub-team. 
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The design sub-team is responsible for the actual design of the robot. Students on this team 
learn to use CAD as well as the major principles of mechanical design mechanisms to design 
a robot that will successfully compete. 
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The mechanical sub-team is responsible for the actual construction of the robot. Once the 
design is finalized, the mechanical team fabricates the robot. Students on this team learn to 
use power and hand tools to build a functioning robot.�
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The programming sub-team is tasked with writing code that is run on the robot’s cRIO 
microcontroller. This team explores processes in programming, math, and artificial 
intelligence to have the robot perform actions on it’s own, using sensors, or under driver 
control in fast-paced environments. 
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The public relations sub-team is involved primarily with contacting sponsors, maintaining 
relationships, organizing and planning events, and raising awareness about Team 1325 and 
FRC. �
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The multimedia sub-team focuses on creating a 3D animation that is displayed at 
competitions as well as collaborating with the public relations team to expand the outreach of 
our team. 
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Last year, the team had its best season ever, winning the silver medal at the GTA regional, 
the largest regional FIRST competition. This year, with our sponsors’ help, Team 1325 hopes 
to win a regional and qualify for internationals in St.Louis. In order to do this, the team plans 
to attend two regionals as well as acquire more resources to build a more powerful robot. 
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Due to the high cost of competition registration, parts, materials and 
fabrication, Team 1325 needs to raise a minimum of $19,000 in support 
of the upcoming robotics season. To do this, the team holds 
fundraisers.  However, Team 1325 is still heavily dependent on 
corporate sponsors for support. Sponsors don't have to provide 
monetary support. Assistance with robot fabrication, transportation of 
the robot and equipment to and from competitions and mentorship are 
additional ways your company can help out the team. In the past, 
corporate sponsors have donated materials, workspace, parts and 
mentorship as well as financial support to assist Team 1325 to compete 
successfully. 

As a sponsor for Team 1325, you will receive several benefits. Besides 
advertising and marketing benefits, sponsoring a local robotics team 
demonstrates leadership in the community. Sponsors are integral to the 
success of a robotics team and we offer several benefits to show our 
appreciation. Team 1325 provides valuable advertising at FIRST Robotics 
regional competitions where a sponsor’s niche in the market is well known 
and recognized. At regional competitions, all Team 1325 members wear 
team shirts with the logos of all our sponsors on the back. Our sponsors’ 
logos are displayed on our robot. FIRST regional competitions are displayed 
on national television, increasing the available audience from our local 
community to a nationwide population.  All sponsors are listed on the Team 
1325 website as a partner. All donations to Team 1325 will generate a 
charitable tax receipt for the company.  In addition, sponsors will receive a 
certificate of thanks from Team 1325 to show our appreciation of your 
support. The sponsors’ involvement in robotics results in a large impact on 
students’ lives; it provides the opportunity for students to work through 
problems differently, and learn life skills in the content of a robot game 
challenge. 

Full Budget Available Upon Request 
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